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ExPression of connexin32 mRNA in normal, juxtacancerous and cancerous

gastric mucosa and its significance
QIN Rong, YAN Cai-jie (Department of General Surgery, Xingiao Hospital, Third Military Medical University, Chongqing 400037)

Abstract  Objective : To investigate the changes in expression of connexin32 (Cx32) mRNA in
normal, juxtacancerous and cancewus gastic mucosa. Methods : Immunohistochemistry, i situ hybridiza-
tion and dot-blot hybridization were used. Results : In normal mucosa, Cx32 was present mainly in the
gastric lumen epithelial mucus cells and in a decreasing gradient from the top of the foveloar cells to the
neck of the glands. Cx32 mRNA had the similar distiibution. Cx32 was not seen in pwliferating cell nucle-
ar antigen(PCNA) positive cells and decreased expression of Cx32 mRNA was found in juxiacancerous and
cancerous gastric mucosa. Conclusion : The expression of Cx32 is coherent to that of Cx32 mRNA in gas-
tric mucosa. The extent of the expression can provide infomation for maturation of gastric mucus cells.
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Tab1 Analysis of Cx32 mRNA daot-blot hybridization

in normal , juxtacancerons and eancerous gastric

mucosa [n=10)
=1 500 |l|_|
Group Mean optical density
Normal gastric mucusa 71.7860 £ 5.9679
Juxlacancerous gastric mucosa 31,5310+ 5.7942"
Cancerous gastric mucosa 11.1950 £ 2.3919"*

*: P <0.0] s normal gestric mucasa;

#: P <0.0] 5 juxtacancerous mucosa
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